THE SEVEN CARDINAL PRINCIPALS 
REVISITED 


In 1972, the National Education Association 
established a Bicentennial Committee charged with 
developing a "living commemoration of the principles 
of theAmerican Revolution." This 200th anniversary 
celebration of the Declaration of Independence was 
to focus on the next 100 years of education in 
an interdependent’ global community. 


The initial work of the Committee culminated in 
the NEA Bicentennial Idea book. Among its ideas 
was that of developing a definitive volume to 
"contain a reframing of the cardinal principles 
of education and recommendations for a global 
curriculum." After recognizing the importance of 
the original cardinal principles, which were published 
in 1918, the Committee made the point that “today, 
those policy statements about education are obsolete, 
education taken as a whole is not adequate to the 
times and too seldom anticipates the future." 


A report to be issued by the NEA, proposing 
cardinal premises for the twenty-first century is 
the direct and immediate outgrowth of the Bicentennial 
Committee's belief that "educators around the world 
are in a unique position to bring about a harmoniously 
interdependent global community based on the principles 
of peace and justice." 


Early in September 1975, a 19-member Preplanning 
Committee began the task of recasting the seven 
cardinal principles of education by developing 25 
guidelines for the project...- 
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